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Europe faces increasing global competition for the best and brightest research talents and demographic 
challenges. This has led the Commission to propose a new partnership with Member States. The 
Commission communication "Better careers and more mobility: a European Partnership for researchers" 
outlines what the EU Member States and the Commission together can do to ensure that the European 
Research Area will have the necessary researchers in the years to come. 
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A study on mobility issues in the European Research Area (ERA) and the Western Balkan region has been 
published by the Austrian Research Promotion Agency (FFG). It investigates the barriers to international 
mobility and the integration of researchers from Western Balkan countries (WBC) in the ERA. 
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Through the European Research Council (ERC), the EU is granting ú335 million as part of the ERC 
Starting Grants aimed at supporting up-and-coming research leaders. Of the over 9 000 proposals 
submitted, around 300 will receive funding. National governments are now stepping in to provide funding 
for those projects which passed the ERC quality threshold but could not receive funding from the ERC 
budget, provided through the 7th Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development 
(FP7). 
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Germany is making efforts to make its universities more attractive to international researchers. The 
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, the Deutsche Telekom Foundation and the Donors' Association for 
the Promotion of Sciences and Humanities in Germany are embarking on the second round of the 
Welcome Centres competition. Universities with new and original ideas for making international 
researchers feel welcome in Germany will receive up to ú125 000 to fund their proposed schemes. 
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Many thousands of European researchers are currently working in Asia, and Japan and China are amongst 
the most popular destinations. The European Commission has taken the initiative to launch networks in 
these two countries, providing information about research opportunities amongst other things. 
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The Humboldt Foundation is a non-profit foundation dedicated to the promotion of international research 
cooperation. It has now become the first funding organisation in Germany to pledge to abide by new 
European standards. 
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For researchers, mobility is about opportunities to work with the best, to find better jobs and enjoy a 
rewarding career. Recent studies highlight the greater mobility of EU researchers within EU countries in 
comparison to other professions. 
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Directive 2005/71 from October 2005, concerning non-EU foreign researchers, was adopted at the end of 
2007 in France. This new legislation brings many innovations within the French immigration laws. It 
paves the way for greater mobility through more flexible rules and simplified procedures. 
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The Expert Group (EG) on strengthening research institutions, with a focus on university based research 
(UbR), has delivered its final report highlighting some of the problems and challenges for UbR. 
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European Researchers' Night is a pan-European event centred on researchers that brings them closer to 
one another and to the public. The aim ï a chance for the public, especially young people, to meet 
researchers and, through festive activities, to better understand researchers and their role. A positive side-
effect is to show youngsters the appeal of pursuing a research career. 
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On March 12, Brussels played host to the European Science Awards 2007, a new event that brings 
together three major pan-European prizes: the Science Communication Prize, the Marie Curie Awards, 
and the Descartes Research Prize. Each recognised and honoured major achievements by scientists and 
researchers in Europe. 
 

 


